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It is with deep sorrow that the rural health academic
community in Australia acknowledges the sudden and
untimely passing of Dr Erica Bell. A celebration of Erica’s
extraordinary life and achievements was held in Hobart,
Tasmania on 1 August 2014. Members of the large gathering

were welcomed by Erica’s husband, Dr Bastian Seidal.

Erica was Deputy Director of the University Department of
Rural Health at the University of Tasmania and had recently
moved to research leadership role with the Wicking
Dementia Research and Education Centre. She contributed
enormously to debate, research and scholarship around the
broader social determinants of health. Her work included a
focus on climate change, health policy, oral health and

translational research. This is reflected in her work published

in this journal'”’, where she was a valued and respected

author and reviewer.

Erica had an immense capacity for work. As a highly active
and long-term member of the rural health academic
community, she touched many with her energy and
enthusiasm. Through the gentle exercise of her considerable
intellect and charm, she was always ready, willing and able to
provide help and guidance to anyone who wished to draw

upon her wisdom and experience.

Erica was a great advocate who made a difference. She will be

sadly missed.
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